
 

 

 

 
 
 
March 15, 2024  NWN WUTC Advice No. 24-03 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING  
 
Jeff Killip, Executive Director and Secretary 
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission 
621 Woodland Square Loop S.E. 
Lacey, Washington 98503 
 
Re:  Schedule M—Meter Testing Procedures 
 
Northwest Natural Gas Company, dba NW Natural (NW Natural or Company), files 
herewith the following revisions to its Tariff WN U-6, stated to become effective with 
service on and after April 29, 2024:  
 
Second Revision of Sheet M.1 Schedule M Meter Testing Procedures 

 
Purpose 
In compliance with WAC 480-90-343(2), the purpose of this filing is to update the type of 
meter testing equipment that the Company will be using as listed in Schedule M – Meter 
Testing Procedures (Schedule M).  Additionally, NW Natural provides changes that are 
housekeeping in nature, including an addition that clarifies its use of third-party testing 
laboratories in compliance with WAC 480-90-343(1)(c), and a change to remove the 
reference to WAC 480-90-171 that was renumbered through rulemaking in 2001 to 
WAC 480-90-348. 
 
Background and Proposed Changes 
New meter testing equipment 
Schedule M provides a general description of the Company’s meter testing equipment, 
processes and procedures and reflects the Company’s internal Engineering Procedure 
Z-1, which comports with American National Standards Institute (ANSI) standards.  NW 
Natural is proposing changes to the list of meter proving equipment reflected in 
Schedule M.  NW Natural is purchasing new meter proving equipment primarily due to 
current equipment obsolescence, as well as cost and technical support considerations.  
 
NW Natural proposes to update the list of meter testing equipment listed in Schedule M 
to include: Model 6 Dresser Transfer Provers, Bell Provers, Sonic NINE Lift Sonic Nozzle 
Provers, and Meriam manometers or pressure gauges for differential pressure testing.   
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Housekeeping items 

1. NW Natural has added language to Schedule M describing its use of third-party 
laboratory testing to augment its own testing.  Due to an increased volume in the 
number of meters needing to be tested, NW Natural has been using third-party 
meter testing laboratories to augment the Company’s own testing.  NW Natural 
uses Honeywell and Energy Solutions, Inc. as needed, to ensure the 
performance of meter testing at the intervals outlined in WAC 480-90-348.  Both 
companies utilize the same type of meter testing equipment that the Company 
uses and test to the same standards.   

2. Lastly, while reviewing Schedule M for this filing, NW Natural discovered the 
need to update a reference to WAC 480-90-171, which was renumbered as WAC 
480-90-348 in a 2001 rulemaking.  

 
Conclusion 
The regulations for meter test procedures outlined in WAC 480-90-343(2) require a gas 
utility to submit a revised tariff to the Commission whenever it changes any portion of its 
meter test procedure.  NW Natural’s Schedule M is in compliance with these 
regulations.  
 
The Company respectfully requests that the tariff sheets filed herein be approved 
effective with service on and after April 29, 2024.  

 
As requested by WAC 480-80-103(4)(a), I certify that I have authority to issue tariff 
revisions on behalf of NW Natural.  

 
Please address correspondence on this matter to me with copies to the following:  
 

eFiling 
NW Natural  
250 SW Taylor Street  
Portland, Oregon 97204    
Fax: (503) 220-2579 
Telephone: (503) 610-7330 
eFiling@nwnatural.com   

Sincerely,  
 
NW NATURAL 
 
/s/ Amy Schulties 
 
Amy Schulties  

Regulatory Consultant, Regulatory Affairs  

NW Natural  

250 SW Taylor Street  

Portland, OR 97204  

(503) 610-7546  

amy.schulties@nwnatural.com 
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Attachment: 
NEW-NWN-WUTC-Advice-24-03-Trf-Sheet-M-1–03-15-24 
 
 



NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS COMPANY 
WN U-6  Second Revision of Sheet M.1 
Cancels First Revision Sheet M.1 

Issued March 15, 2024                                                  Effective with service on 
NWN WUTC Advice No. 24-03  and after April 29, 2024 

 
 

Issued by:  NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS COMPANY 
d.b.a. NW Natural 

 
 

SCHEDULE M 
METER TESTING PROCEDURES 

 
 
The purpose of this schedule is to describe the testing requirements for new meters received from a 
supplier, and for meters that are removed from service and intended for reuse, as more completely 
described in the Company's Meter Testing Standards and Procedures, available in the Company’s 
offices. 
 
The Company uses a combination of the following equipment for proving meters: 
 
 (a) Model 6 Dresser Transfer Provers 
 (b) Bell Provers 
 (c) Sonic NINE Lift Sonic Nozzle Provers  
 (d) Meriam manometers or pressure gauges for differential pressure testing 
 
Meter test equipment, meter test equipment calibration, and meter test methods conform with American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI) standards B109.1, B109.2, and B109.3. 
 
Minimum acceptable accuracy for all new and rebuilt meters is 100% +/- 1% at specified flow rates.  
New meters are tested by the manufacturer, or upon receipt, by the Company.  An exception is allowed 
with the receipt of a batch shipment of new diaphragm meters with ratings up to 1,000 cubic feet per 
hour.  The shipment may be sample tested in accordance with American National Standards 
Institute/American Society for Quality Control standard Z1.4 (2013), and the entire batch accepted or 
rejected on the basis of the sample test results. 
 
Third Party Laboratory Testing.  At the option of the Company, meter testing may be performed by 
either Honeywell or Energy Economics, Inc.  Both companies use testing equipment similar to the 
Company’s equipment.  Third parties are only utilized when the volume of meter testing at the required 
intervals exceeds the Company’s internal meter testing capacity.  
 
Meter Sampling Program.  The Company's meter sampling program, which meets the requirements of 
Part IV (In-Service Performance) of the 2000 edition of ANSI B109.1 and B109.2, allows the Company 
to keep particular meters in service for intervals beyond those specified in WAC 480-90-348, provided 
the meters tested satisfy the program's performance requirements.  Eligible meters are diaphragm 
meters with a rated capacity of up to and including 1,000 cubic feet per hour. 
 
Each meter in the meter sampling program is initially assigned to a meter family, or lot, according to 
manufacturer, size, type, and set year, or year of manufacture.  At the option of the Company, meters in 
any lot may be further subdivided according to location, age, or other factors which may be disclosed by 
test data to have an effect on the performance of the meters.  Subsequently, meter lots may be modified 
or combined as justified by the performance records. 
 
 
 
 
 

(continue to Sheet M.2) 
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